physicians wishing to keep up to date in neurology, in the latest surgical approaches to disorders of the basal ganglia, to pain and to epilepsy, and in the value of applied electrophysiology and neuroradiology. This is a well-planned book which makes one hope that Marcia Wilkinson and Lord Brain's son will be encouraged to start work on the 9th edition straight away.
REGINALD KELLY
Unsaturated Fatty Acids in Atherosclerosis by J Enselme translated by R D Plummer 2nded ppix+163 90s S12 Oxford &c.: Pergamon Press 1969 The second edition of this brief monograph covers the same ground as did the first which appeared in 1962, though the order of the chapters has been changed. It amounts to a rather elementary survey of the chemistry of the lipids occurring in the blood and in the arterial walls, but it is difficult to determine what level of reader it is aimed at, for it does not go into the matter in sufficient depth to meet the requirements of research workers in this field.
When we reviewed the first edition we described it as grossly over-priced at two guineas. The new one is 15 pages longer and is priced at £4 lOs. We stated that it was as a source of references that the book might find its main use, but this commendation no longer stands, as few of the references in the new edition are to papers published after 1963. The historical researches of Miss Dobson, Curator of the Hunterian Museum at the Royal College of Surgeons of England, are familiar to all readers of the Annals. As expected from such an authority, this biography of Hunter contains much new material, and the whole is subdivided and put together into an eminently readable chronology. Hunter's genius was an immense capacity for work and for taking pains, plus an unrivalled breadth of outlook in both biology and surgery.
Integral with the text are many quotations from Hunter's letters and replies by his contemporaries, which, taken together, relate his life to his times. A resident student wrote: 'My room has two beds in it and in point of situation is not the most pleasant in the world. The Dissecting room with half a dozen dead bodies in it is immediately above and that in which Mr. Hunter makes preparations is the next adjoining to it, so that you may conceive it to be a little perfumed. There is a dead carcase just at this moment rumbling up the stairs and the Resurrection Men swearing most terribly.'
Hunter's skill is accepted, while his humanity is apparent from the correspondence. Very late in his life he said, 'Sir, the Almighty would have fallen far short of his acknowledged mercy, if He had not furnished us with opium, when he gave us pain'.
Miss Dobson's book includes a complete list of Hunter's writings, a general bibliography, and a separate bibliography for each chapter. The whole is competently indexed. Additional illustrations would have been welcome, sixteen only being included, but the book is good value for money and will be read widely, for pleasure and for instruction, in equal parts. Edinburgh &London: E& SLivingstone This book contains photographs of brain tumours and a large number of photo-micrographs of sections of these tumours impregnated with various modifications of the Hortega silver carbonate method. Its purpose is to show that these silver methods are specific, reliable and essential for differentiating between various cell types and tumours. The book is unlikely to convert any pathologist to the use of these methods. Many of the histological pictures look what I am afraid can only be described as a mess. For the rest, there seem to be two or three basic types of cells with processes, and the illustrations taken from different sorts of tumour look extraordinarily alike. This has, very understandably, led to some errors so that the very same picture is used to illustrate 'astroblasts' (Fig  3.30) and 'stellate cells mimicking astroblasts' in an acoustic schwannoma (Fig 8.14) . The problem of the degree of malignancy in intracranial tumours is neither discussed in the brief notes, nor illustrated. The cell types found in different tumours look so similar that no help in classification of difficult tumours can be expected from the use of the silver carbonate methods; 'blastomatous oligodendroblasts', for instance, seem indistinguishable from astrocytes. There are, however, some things that can be learnt about the histology of brain tumours by applying these particular silver techniques and, for those who want to try them, details of the variants 'specific' for different cell types are given at the end of the book.
SABINA J STRICH

